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Three ol Curl's many segeninbed
el T lmingre

Steve and Anne Sinner meet segmented expert Curt Theobald,

widely regarded as the best turner in his fiela

rivinie west across lowa and

Mebraska, we gradually rose

it the high plains. Just

N |||'I.' :\\I,'I'II.'I'\-L..'I Ih.l:l.rl.'r 11
Eastern Wyoming and barely within
sight of the peaks of the Rocky
Mowntams, we exited 1=-80 ar the
mile-high small town of Pine Bluffs.

Seven mabes south of the rown 15
the farm home of Curt and Wanda
Theobald, Curt is considered Iw
many to be the world's finest
frpunative segmented woodmrmer.
His preat grandfather bought ths
farmn i 1922 and Curr 15 the fourth

genmeration Theobald to live there
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Toddav, Curt’s father grows dry
land wheat on his own X500 acres,
plus another SO0 renoed acres, and
oLt |u'l|'-\. [R]11 ;illn'.'.;: thie p|.'|:'..'1::p_
and harvesting scasons,

As we opened our car doors we
were et by Blake, an afftable Mack
labrador, soon followed by Car
stepping out of his studio, He
welcomed us warmly, and we began
OMIF INIETVIEW,

Curt found work m heavy
copstrucnomn atter lngh school, but
10 years of this innerant work failed
to offer the future he wanted. He
found a jobna pr-:.._'ll tosn cabinie

shop m Chevenne = nid far from
e Blufls
toreman. He :."| e 06 P his

] i
Tl Ciimnet ‘\.tLII|1 on the farm so he

and became the shop

q_il':lq.! _||-.-c| LTHICCTILTN R 25 |.Il:r|||:'|_|"_
but his father encouraped him oo
stick with the cabanets, declarng.
*You cant make any moncy
farminge!™ e of the farm banldangs
became Curt’s cabiner shop, and is

oy his afudio.,

Studio

While workimg in that first cabanet
-'!:|:|l, Coorg was miroduced o che

wistsd lathe, Like many of us, he wax
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ABOVE Curl Theobald working o his Wiest plece

ar first intrigued and soon hooked.
Afrer opening his cabinet shop, the
lathe stll beckoned. He would

¢ on cabinets for most of
the vear, and then mam for a couple
of months to satisfy his addiction w
turming. | he ome spent fuming grew
each vear, and eventually won out
over the cabinet business,

Curt's studio s SPCIOLS W ith a

CONOCTirag

h'F-i" o i||1;.'r. i'-|-,':|'.l;1_.' of wood SLOEARL,
and ample floor space. There is the
|_|'a|_|.\| L_II|1!E"II.'III:'.'It 0 i I'I1|'II.' ‘Ihll."h
one would cxpect mn a former
cabinet shop, plus what appears at
firse to be a glut of disc sanders.

Three of these are intended for use
by Curts students, Aside trom the
sanders, machines devoted 1o Curt’s
segmented work include an overarm
router, a DeWalt precision trim saw,
1 DneWav 2416 lathe, and a 16in
Woodiast lathe that engimally
helonged to Rude Osolnik. The
space 1 served by a large duss-
collection svstem locared outsade the
studio, and heated by an efhicient

averhead gas-fired radiaror system,

Exemplary standards

Evidence of the complexity of Lurt's

|,1,1|:={ s |'|_'||]'.,:'|r||_'l L6 I'.l!lll.h'\- (4]a} :h:'

BELGVW Ore o Court’s oversined cliphoards with
tha design 1o his plece Fresdsm i Hever Fros

wall. 1 AFEE |'|-:l:'.1|.':'.‘:.h!l.' ..;|.'."-|1-.'-.|r|,|-
bear sheets o '\1I.||].":'!I.'-IJ PapeT fillea
with mulncoloured drawings and
|“I.I.L LIRS,

Each piece is planned in
excruciating detail before any woad
i5 Cut. A prototype may even be
made 1o assure the end result will
mect Curt’s exemplary standards.
The eagle’s head in one of his picces
required dozens of redesigns over
nany davs until Curr felr it was
ready for rendening in wood. Actual
construction of 24 of the eagles took
him three weeks of 12-hour days.,

| |'|._ CTiiIre process Of CPCAnInE a peccc
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«f from inspiration to finish may rake

trom six weeks o a few months,
Recause of this rremendous
investment in fime, Curt wall make
several pieces of the same design at
the same time, using different wood
combimations for each.

Precision

Sepmented work was Curt’s focus
from the beginning of his turning
ventures. He feels that i was a
natural extension of his cabinet-
making experience. He mer Ray
Allen = who was considered the
worlds best segmented murner prior

8 Woodturning me 151

o it death a ew
vears ago = at Provo's
Lirakl Wis l-dhlrl:liulq
Symposium, and pried
'u'n.'h."l[ SECICLs ||:' n.uuld. fn::-l1'|
the master.

Ray was at times ralkative and
at times not, but Curt learned
enough to strike out on his own and
fill in the missing parts. One of the
hard lessons he learned was that
grain omenkation s cntical o the
long-term stability of a picce.

He ensures than the grain of cvery
segment not only runs in the same
direction, but that the growth rings

of each one
are curved in
the same way, IF any segment is
flipped, it will reflect light differently
from the athers on the finished
piece, creating an anomaly thar Curt
would consider an error,

Most of his works receive a finish
coat of wipe-on polyurethane,
except for oily woods, for which he
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& AFF-piece Bollow Yorm
froen the 'Wind River Series

uses Warerlox, He decries segmented
turners who ignore the geain
directions on their works, because he
Believes the pieces will I_'l.{'!th!;l.li:n'
self-destruct, bringing an end to any
possible future purchases of
segmented work by the owner,
Precision is Curt’s holy grail, and

__-'f he pursues it with selfless
" determination, although he
knows thar it is, ultimately, an
impassible goal.
A Proamnent quotarion
handwritten on the white plastic
dust-collector pipe high on one wall
rr.u:l-., *Let the excellence of vour
work be your protest.” It is by Bill
Lame, from the book The Wialk by
Michael Card.

Curt copied it here after viewing 2
prominent exhibition of wood art
that included several pieces that
WERE 40 T'uthl'. fxn".:l!r.,i that many
artists were chagrined by their
inclusion

This hollow Iaiem olfeds floe Sonliasl

Awe-inspiring

On the subject of art versus cratt,
Curt is adamant about the need for
craftsmanship to be evident before
any work could be conuidered art,
vl he rends oo think of himself as a
craftsman instead of an artist.

MWanve Amercan motils account
for some of Curt’s |.|:|."1I!.'.1'|'1, nd when
they do, he troies to remamn fachul o
the onginal wribal designs,

He considers his use of these age-
old patterns o be homage 1o the
people who formerly occupied these
lands. His onginal designs tend
towards a level of .,1||:|:|[:-||:'~.|['|.' that is
AWE-ENS UG, b
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Dance of ihe Biron, made from holly, permambiecs and wenge

Lurt '\-l_'":.. |'|!|=- '.'.'UEI-: ar shows and
'.|1!l:!'II|:h |.'..1|||.'| its, :|||.||:;||:||; |_|-;-| :".1.1|';n
n Los .'\:'.I.'_I.'L."\. !!r l..|1;'-rl'!f|:||_'||ra h.u
artistic inenme with sales of
imstrectional videos and DVDs that
he and Wanda have produced. Curt
has also designed and sells a ser of
aluminium precision setup blocks
and various alummiem cone centres
tor talstocks,

Wanda spearheads this part of the
business, and s Curt’s ‘rech expert’
when it comes o computers and such,
She maincains their website, which
features the tools videos, and classes,

Curt offers segmented-rurming
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LEFT Badrclaw Series

classes m his studio, usually three or
four students at a time for three
days, and includes three meals a day
tor the students. Curt feels that
sharing his hard-carned knowledge
of segmentation has proven o be a
learning experience in itself. He
thinks it has been far more beneficial
to his success than guarding his
secrels could have been.

i ONSITLCTINE Inincare '|l.'_|..,"||'|i.'ll:¢'|.|
vessels does not take up all of Curt’s
nme. His other hobbies past and
present have included collecring Hot
Wheels tovs, model rocketry and
L ELTE ||'||_; Finiars,

A00VE As far a8 the Eaat in From ifve West,
ko, mapile, wenge and parnamiuce

Lightaing Sasie from Clts
Petroghph Senes

Curt has caught at the Utah
Woodtuming Symposiom, the
American Association of
Woodtumers Symposium, and
various chapeers and clubs. His
work may be tound in many
prominent collecrions. Wl

Tou con find out more aboul Curd
Theobold and his work by
visiting his websiie af
wwew.curtiheobald.com
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